Love One Another
I John 4:7-11

Introduction:
I. The Exhortation to Love - 4:7-8

A. The Statement of The Exhortation - 4:7a
“Let us” includes the writer

ἀγαπῶμεν – hortatory subjunctive

“one another” ἀλλήλους – reciprocal - means all believers.

We are to love each other

ἀγάπη – agape or Christian love

 You love me and I love you

Not – if you love me

Or when you love me

B. The Reason for The Exhortation - 4:7b
Love is of God - ἐκ τοῦ θεοῦ   lit. out of
God is the source of all true love.
Anyone not connected to God cannot truly love.
C. The Outworking of The Exhortation - 4:7c - 8
1. The one who loves – 4:7c
a. He is Born of God

Many see here assurance of salvation – by works.

If you find that here, you brought it with you, because John did not put it here.
John has said that a Christian can hate his brother – in fact he is the only one who can – he is the only one who has a Christian brother.
John says that he is born of God because unless he is born of God he cannot love.

But being born of God is not all that is necessary – He must know God.
b. He Knows God

We talk about knowing Him as Savior. (Christian Jargon) At best, that is one level of knowledge.
In 2:3 John says: 

“Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a ﻿﻿liar, and the truth is not in him”
What are His commandments? – 1 John 3:23
“And this is His commandment: that we should: 
(1) Believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ ﻿﻿
      and 
(2) Love one another, as He gave ﻿﻿us commandment”
2. The one who does not love – 4:8
He does not know God. 
 Note what he does not say: He is not born again.

a. John is not writing to unbelievers.

b. An unbeliever does not have a brother.

c. It is obvious that he is born of God.

“because God is love”

Just as God is light 1:5, So, God is love.
If we know God, we would love like God loves.
II. The Illustration of Love - 4:9

A. The Manifestation
μονογενῆ - monogenes (KJV) “only begotten”
M.M. “only begotten” would require two n’s as in the word translated  born in v.7 γεγέννηται > 
﻿﻿ “By faith Abraham, ﻿﻿when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son. [Isaac] (Hebrews 11:17)
How many sons did Abraham have beside Isaac? - Seven
Ishmael (by Hagar Sarah’s handmaid) Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian,  Ishbak, and Shuah (by Keturah his second wife)
“God sent his only Son into the world” (NRSV, ESV)
“He sent his one and only Son into the world” (NIV)
The Best Translation is - “unique”.
B. The Purpose

“…That we might have life through Him.”

﻿“but these are written that ﻿﻿you may believe that Jesus ﻿﻿is the Christ, the Son of God, ﻿﻿and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31)
III.  The Explanation of Love - 4:10

A. We Did Not Love God

We are born with our back toward God. We don’t find God; He finds us. While we were yet sinners, Christ died… 

We don’t have to love Him to be or stay saved. 
          “Jesus loves me” notwithstanding.
B. He Loved Us

God loved us unconditionally.
C. He Sent His Son

The Father parted with the Son. The Son was willing to come and die.

D. He became the Propitiation for our sins

Propitiation means satisfaction. The Father was satisfied with the sacrifice of His Son in place of you and me and everyone in the world.
IV. The Application of Love - 4:11
A. If God So Loved Us
First class condition:

Since it is true that God so loved us, therefore:

B. We Ought To Love One Another

Conclusion:

